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Reported Soviet Troop Concentrations on Iranian Border, (SECRET) —— 
An increase in the number of reports of Soviet military activity along the - 
Turkish and Iranian frontiers during the last two weeks has reemphasized 


the potential danger presented by Soviet forces in that important border 
area, . 


Although unconfirmed, the reported activity is plausible and within — 
Soviet capabilities in the Transcaucasus. 


The first in this series of reports stated that the Soviets had concen~ 
trated 30,000 to 40,000 troops in the Lenkoran area on the western coast 
of the Caspian Sea near the Iranian frontier*, 


A second report contained essentially the same information, but in 
greater detail. There is a strong possibility, however, that the two reports 
originated from the same source, 


A movement of three to four Soviet divisions from Leninakan (central 
part of the Turkish frontier) and Yerevan (near the southern end of the 
Turkish frontier) to Nakhichevan (near the rail crossing point of Djulfa on 
the western end of the Iranian frontier) reportedly occurred in early Septem- 
ber, 

From an analysis of these reports, it appears that two separate and 
distinct actions, not necessarily related, may have been taken by the Soviet 
forces in the Transcaucasus: 


a, — The concentration of an abnormally large number of troops 
last summer during an undetermined period in the Lenkoran area, near the 
Tranian frontier on the western coast of the Caspian Sea, | 


b, — The movement of troops to the Nakhichevan area on the Iranian- 
Turkish frontier in early September, 


Information on these areas is insufficient for either of these two 
possibilities to be confirmed or denied. Soviet strength in the Transcau- 
casus, about 210,000 men, is such that a concentration of 30,000 to 40,000 
troops would not require an influx of troops from other sections of the 
ULS.8.R. 





There has been considerable movement of Soviet forces along both 
the Turkish and Iranian frontiers during the summer months in previous 
years, presumably for summer training, a fact which may explain the 
recently reported activity. 


* See accompanying map, 


16 : | SECRET [-  sEcr. 











eee et erate tt ett eat atcha HA at a MiB ea a Meee op 


SECRET 








SOVIET TROOP ACTIVITY 


IN THE 
TRANSCAUCASUS 
Q 50 190 150 200 


STATUTE MILES 


Dzaudzhikau )} 






te 
aeanes 
o 
i Cd 


iy, 
iY 


Lenkopa 
30-40,000 Trps st 


These reports, regardless of their accuracy and evaluation, have 


redirected attention to the ever SPREE ERS Soviet capabilities in these critical 
frontier areas, 


The receipt of such reports of Soviet military activity from this 
locality can be expected to continue. This. frequent recurrence is consis- 


tent with the Soviet policy of exploiting maneuvers to maintain a war of 
nerves against non-orbit countries, 


SECRET st 47 








er’) 


gid - 











SECRET 


Other North Korean elements have the capability of reaching enemy- 
held territory north of the 38th parallel. Available evidence is insufficient 
to estimate the numbers who may be found in either category. In almost 
all cases, however, the enemy has been forced to sacrifice his heavy equip- 
ment, : 


A major aes dine factor to the enemy’s capabilities, both for 
escaping to the north and for continuing guerrilla activities, lies in his 
willingness to discard his uniform and his ability, in civilian clothing, to 
blend into the pattern of the native populace. Despite this, however, the 
North Koreans have lost, since the U.N. counteroffensive started on 15 
September, 23,620 prisoners of war, aS compared with 4,305, during the 
period from 25 June to 15 September. 


Remnants of the North Korean Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 6th, 7th, 9th, and 10th 
Divisions are scattered throughout southwestern Korea in the Chonju- - 
Taejon-Chongju area, while elements of the-enemy’s 5th, 8th, 12th, 13th, 
and 15th Divisions are endeavoring to work their way north of the 38th 
parallel through the mountain trails of southern Kangwon Province, 


Elements of the North Korean Army’s 9th and 18th Divisions, with 
several smaller units which had been engaged in the defense of Seoul, are 
withdrawing to the north with the purpose of reaching North Korea. 


CHINA 


The Current Military Situation. (SECRET) — The reported evacua- 
tion and blackout of the port cities along the East China coast* remain 
unconfirmed, although the Nationalist Ministry of National Defense (MND) 
treats the subject as an established fact. 


The MND admitted, however, jhat the sources reporting the evacuation 
and blackout were “‘not too reliable’’ 


The MND suggested that the evacuation and blackout might be Com- 
munist attempts to prevent garrison troop movements or important maneu- 
vers from being reported. 


Swatow (1)** is the only coastal city in which reliable evidence indi- 
cates that such measures have been taken. Relative to the situation in 
Swatow, a United States observer in Hong Kong (2) concluded that the activi- 
ty was the result of a genuine fear that United States and Chinese Nationalist 
forces intend to attack the Swatow area in the near future. 


Reports continue to reflect Communist military activity along the 
“invasion coast’, particularly in Fukien Province (3)***. The only offen- 
Sive activity reported in the area was the shelling of Chinmen (4) by two 
Communist artillery pieces late in the evening of 27 September, 

* See WIR No. 84, page 19. 
** See accompanying map. 
*** See WIR No. 83, page 38. 
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About 100 rounds reportedly have. been fired into Nationalist positions 
on Chinmen, The bombardment apparently was much lighter than that dur- 
ing the period 21 to 26 July, which was followed by an unsuccessful small- 
scale landing attempt against a small island lying southwest of Chinmen*, 


The current interest in movement of units of the Chinese Communist 
Fourth Field Army, stimulated by press reports and claims of the MND 
in Taipei (5) that this force was moving to Manchuria, makes significant 
an order of battle report forwarded by the U.S. Army Liaison Officer in 
Hong Kong. 
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The information is dated 31 August 1950; and the report, 16 September 
1950. The basic report indicates acceptance of the reported movement of 
the Communist Fortieth Army to North China**, but it states that “there 
is little evidence of other formations moving any farther north than the 
Yangtze Valley’’. The Liaison Officer commented as follows: 


“The reporting officer has always believed that considerable doubt 
existed as to whether the mass exodus of the Fourth Field Army units from 
Kwangtung and Kwangsi had carried them beyond the Yangtze. There has 
been a multitude of reliable reports identifying these units in motion as far 
as the Hengyang (6)-Changsha (7)-Hankow (8) area, but practically no in- 
formation beyond that point. The press, however, appears to have accepted, 
without question, reports from Taipei that Lin Piao had withdrawn his forces 
to Manchuria, where he now stands as a threat to Korea. Although there are 
numerous reasons why the belief that Lin Piao is returning to Manchuria 
is plausible, the reporting officer believes there is danger in blind accep- 
tance of this assumption. The Fourth Field Army, which unquestionably is 
the largest and most effective of People’s Liberation Army units, is now 
unemployed and could be used freely in any direction. Future movements 

of this force, when confirmed, will prove a most important clue to vote 
ist China’s future military intentions.’ 


The information and comment of the Liaison Officer are in general 
accord with previous official estimates***, There are indications that, in 
addition to the Fortieth Army, other Chinese Communist elements from 
South and Central China may now be located in Manchuria. ‘The size of 
these elements is not known. It appears, however, that most of the Fourth 
Field Army is still disposed in the Central and South China Military Area. 


INDO-CHINA 


The Military Situation in Tonkin. (SECRET) — The simultaneous 
Viet Minh attacks on Dong Khe****, Pakha, and Phat Diem previously re- 
* See WIRK'No, 76, page 16. 
** See WIR No. 82, page 20. 
*k* See WIR. No. 84, page 19; No. 82, page 20; No. 78, page 10; and No. 74, 
page 21... 
*kk* See map.on page 37, WIR No. 83. 
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